Please pray for those who have recently died: John Batey, Shaun Blain

...and for those whose anniversaries occur in August: Kathleen Harvatt, Michael Marshall, Kathleen Marshall,
Lee Hagan, John O’Sullivan, Marietta Carreon, Sr Mary Amicia, Honorata Santiago, Peter Bean

Memorial list: If you would like a deceased family member or friend to be remembered in the bulletin during the
month of the anniversary of their death please email their name to: stanthonyop.oxford@rcaob.org.uk.

Please contact the Parish Office with the names of those to be included whose deaths occurred in the
month of August. There is no need to do so if their names were on the list in 2024/25.

Online prayer & faith resources. A range of resources is given on our parish website stanthonyofpadua.org.uk/
resources/.

Keeping in touch. We send this weekly Bulletin by email: please let us know if you would like to join our email list
and forward the bulletin to anybody who may be interested. We have a WhatsApp group. Let Shalini Lalvani know
(via the parish email address) if you would like to join, and follow us on Facebook

Hall bookings - Please email stanthonyop.oxford@rcaob.org.uk for hall availability.

Mass Intentions: or the names of those for whom you would like us to pray should be sent to the Parish Office.
The envelopes are available at the back. If you want your intention to be published in the bulletin, drop the inten-
tion and donation in the letter box by Thursday.

Please pray for the sick and housebound of the parish: Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kennedy, Margaret Wipp,
Maureen O'Sullivan, Lorraine McNally, Peter Donnelly, Nuala Lula McNally.

Dates for your diary...

Churches Together in Marston and Northway, Third Thursdays together starting 17th September. Each
day will start at 11am with a break for lunch between 12pm and 1pm. Please bring packed lunch. See no-
ticeboard for more information. All are welcome.

This weekend Next weekend
Vigil readers Jane Kennett Paul Moore
Sunday Readers: 8:30 am Rajesh Paul Georges Yindom
Sunday Readers: 10:00 am Geoff O’Donoghug, Linda Uzoma Ewa Posner, Caroline Griffiths
Eucharistic ministers (10am) | Mary, Jane Ewa, Eugene, Jane

The Archdiocese Commitment to Safequarding

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses poli-
cies & procedures at all times. Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safequard-

ing@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.
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From all eternity this was God's plan for mankind. But because sin had entered into the
. world before the Incarnation took place, the Son of God in his human nature had to
~ suffer the violent death of the cross at the hands of sinners. In this very suffering he
Lo o became the Lamb of God who took away the sins of the world, as the second-Isaiah
§ % = had foretold in his "suffering servant" prophecies. His death, because he was God as
\/\4 b well as man, was a sacrifice, an atonement, of infinite value, and therefore obtained
e forgiveness from the Father for all the sins of the human race.

In foretelling his sufferings and death, which took place some months later, Christ intended to prepare his
disciples and other followers for what he knew would be for them a severe crisis of faith. He also took occa-
sion from it to remind his disciples, and all others who would follow him, of what their attitude to suffering and
death should be. He told them, and us too, that we must be ever ready to accept sufferings in this life, and
even an untimely death if that should be demanded of us, rather than deny our Christian faith.

To prove their loyalty to their faith in Christ thousands of Christians in the early Church, and thousands more
during persecutions in later centuries, gladly took him at his word and went joyfully to their martyrdom. It is to
be hoped that, aided by God's grace, we would all be ready to imitate their example, if called on to prove our
fidelity to Christ and our Christian faith. But at the moment what Christ expects and asks of us is that we
should bear the sufferings and hardships of daily life cheerfully and gladly for his sake.

This daily carrying of our Christian cross can be, and is for many, a prolonged martyrdom. Poverty, ill-health,
cruelty and hardheartedness met with in the home and in one's neighbours, are heavy crosses which only a
truly Christian shoulder can bear. But, if we were offered health, happiness, peace, wealth and power for the
next fifty or seventy years on this earth, in exchange for an eternal heaven after death, what rational one
among us would accept that offer?

Christians know that this life is a period of training, which makes us ready hereafter to receive the eternal
reward which Christ has won for us. On our Christian graduation day we shall, please God, hear the welcome
words : "Well done good and faithful servant; because you have been faithful in small things, | will trust you
with greater, come and join in your Master's happiness" (Mt. 25: 21). May God grant that

- Morning Prayers
every one of us will hear these words of welcome.

Mon, Wed - Fri 8.40am
Mass Times:
Mon, Wed - Fri 9.00am.

Today’s Reading: Jer 20:7-9; Ps62; Rom 12:1-2; Matthew 16:21-27 Tues: 6.30pm
Sat: 9am,; Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am; 10am
Next Sunday: Ezek 33:7-9; Ps94; Rom 13:8-10; Matthew 18:15-20 Adoration & Confession

Responsorial Psalm: For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord, my God.

Saturday 5.30—6.15p.m.
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NOTICES:

9 hour Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, Friday 4th September. Building on the incredible suc-
cess and support for the last 24-hour mass and adoration, we are pleased to offer another adoration session,
starting on 4th September at the 9am mass on Friday and concluding with benediction on Friday at 6pm. To
ensure that the Blessed Sacrament is never left unattended, a sign up sheet is available at the back of church
for parishioners to sign up for an hour of prayer.

Ride and Stride 2026, Saturday 12th September, 10am - 6pm. The Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust, an
organization that makes grants to church across the county, invites us to join in their Ride+Stride Event on
12th September 2026. Counties all over England take part, and half the monies raised are used by the Trusts
to make grants and half remains in each participating local community to be used to maintain these beautiful
historic buildings. Our church was a recipient of a grant for our roof repairs in 2024 and so please consider
walking or cycling. A sponsorship form is at the back of church for you to sign up.

Parish Calendar: The parish church calendar has been published on the parish website under “Upcoming
Events”. If you have a parish activity or event that you would like to add to the calendar, please speak to
Father Emmanuel. Hall use should be booked through the office as normal.

Celebration Mass for Fr Jonathan Henry. Sunday 30th August 10am. Fr Jonny will celebrate Mass for us
and give out the St Stephen’s medals to our altar servers. Mass will be followed by a bring and share lunch in
the hall. If you would like to contribute to a present either use the card reader or QR code at the back of
church. Cash can be given to either of our priests or to Jane Kennett.

Accomodation sought by female research psychologist at Oxford University. See notice board for details.

QR Codes for donation: To make giving more convenient, we have placed QR codes around the church and
hall. These can be scanned with your phone to access our secure online donation page. We hope this pro-
vides an easy and flexible way for those who wish to support the parish. Thank you for your generosity and
continued support.

Car park: QR CODE now available for car registration validation (as an alternative to the tablet). Please use the
QR code if the tablet is not working.

Bank details: RCAOB St Anthony of Padua. Sort code 60-10-28. Account number 66574919. Ref: Building

Last week’s offertory collection

Offertory Total
Loose collection £233.65
Gift Aid Envelopes £10.00
Card Reader Machine Collection £280.00
Online giving via website £500.00
Total £1,023.65 | Monthly standing orders : £1231
Votive candles £80.42
Date Day Time Intention
Memorial of the Passion of St 9.00am |Domingos Xavier de Araujo RIP
Saturday 29th Aug John the Baptist
Vigil Mass 6.30pm [People of the Parish
) 18.30am |Birthday Thanksgiving Nicholas Lee
Sundav 30th A Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordi-
unday ug nary Time 10.00am [Bithday Celebration for Dr Francis Ayo-
' moh
Monday 31st Aug Feria in Ordinary Time 9:00am [Donors’ Intentions
Tuesday 01st Sep Feria in Ordinary Time 6.30pm |Donors’ Intentions
- . , 9.00am |Donors’ Intentions
Wed 02nd Sep Feria in Ordinary Time
1.00pm |JR Chapel (Donors’ Intentions)
Memorial of St Gregory the ) .
Tim Maguire RIP
Thursday 03rd Sep Great, Pope, Doctor of the 9.00am Donors’ Intentions
church
Friday 04th Sep Feria in Ordinary Time 9.00am |Magaret and Patrick Denning RIP
St Teresa of Calcutta 9.00am |Donors’ Intentions
Saturday 05th Sep
Vigil Mass 6.30pm |People of the Parish
T Third Sunday in Ord 8.30am |Donors’ Intentions
Sunday 06th Sep T;If:ty- ird Sunday in Ordinary
10.00am [Donors’ Intentions

Offertory Contribution: In addition to the weekly envelope offerings and the card reader there are other ways to
contribute to the parish. If you do online banking, consider a monthly gift by Standing Order. You can set it up your-
self or request for a Bank Standing Order form for you to complete and return to us or send directly to your bank.

Gift-Aid: If you pay Income Tax in the UK, please consider Gift-Aiding your donation to the parish. In this scheme
the government give the church extra 25p on every pound you give. Example: if any tax-payer gives the church
£100 donation for the year, the church will claim from the government extra £25 without any extra cost to the per-
son. It's like giving £125 by that person. Help the Church to get the extra cash from the government. Please ask
for the gift-aid form or bank standing order form. Forms are available at the back of the Church.



